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snccnmb and then starve themselves. These symptoms of revolt were the more terrible in that if they had come to anything the English and the Anstrians wonld undoubtedly have hastened to join the insurgents in the effort to overwhelm us.
In the middle of dangers so imminent and calamities so various, Mass&na remained impassible and calm. To prevent any attempt at a rising, he proclaimed that the French troops had orders to fire on any assemblage of the inhabitants which amounted to more than four men. Our regiments continually bivouacked in the squares and in the principal streets, the approaches to which were defended by guns loaded with canister; and the Genoese, being unable to assemble, found it impossible to rise.
It may seem surprising that Massena should have clung so obstinately to the defence of a place of which he could maintain the garrison with difficulty, and the population not at all. But Genoa weighed heavily just then in the balance of the fate of France. Our army was cut in two; the left and centre had retired behind the Var; while Massena, shut up in Genoa, detained a portion of the Austrian army before that place, and thus prevented it from invading Provence in full force. Massena knew that at Dijon; at Lyons, and at Geneva the First Consul was collecting a reserve army with which he purposed to cross the Alps by the Great St. Bernard, to enter Italy, and to surprise the Austrians by falling on their rear while they were occupied with the siege of Genoa* It was, therefore, of immense importance to us to hold that town as long as possible. The First Consul had given orders to that effect, and his foresight was justified by events. But let me return to what befell me in the siege.
On learning that my father had been brought wounded into Genoa, Colindo Trepano hastened to his bedside, and we met again there. He helped me in the most affectionate way to tend the sick man; and I was the more grateful to him that in the midst of our troubles my father *had no one with him. All staff officers had received orders to place themselves at the service of the commander-in-chief. Verys better worth while to die fighting than to see their wives and childrenwished to prevent or punish a revolt
